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The Realistic Challenges and Future Directions of Labor Gender

Division from the Perspective of Historical Materialism

YAN Tao, LIU Haoran
(School of Marxism, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: The division of labor by gender is a fundamental theoretical issue in the study of Marxist theory and is
closely related to social class relations. The changes in history and reality are the basic conditions for promoting gen-
der equality in the division of labor, and the social status of women is often regarded as the touchstone for measuring
whether an era is civilized. Accordingly, from the perspective of historical materialism, this study examines the his-
tory of human society centered on capitalist society and reflects on the historical development process of gender divi-
sion of labor. In this vein, this paper conducts a realistic analysis of the predicament of women in the gender division
of labor to reveal their manifestations such as being in a socially subordinate position in the gender division of labor,
having a rigid division of labor model, and being in a disadvantaged situation in reality. Likewise, this paper ex-
plores the feasibility of optimizing the gender division of labor in modern society, and attempts to construct a new
gender division of labor system in aspects such as science and technology, new family culture, and the status of so-
cial subjects. In this sense, this study via the triple analysis of gender division of labor, has bridged the textual theo-
ry to reality, and has applied the core principles of historical materialism to analyze and transform the social phenom-
ena arising from the logic of Capital-Profit. Through this approach, this paper attempts to seek a path to human lib-
eration as well as the free and all-round development of human beings.

Key Words: historical materialism ;labor;gender division of labor;human development



